Chan, Benjamin (SEC) 


From: Christine Wilda <cwilda@umass.edu> 

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2024 1:45 PM 

To: Greta Jochem; Chan, Benjamin (SEC) 

Cc: SEC-DL-PREWEB; Records Administrator - UMass Amherst 
Subject: RE: Appeal 

Attachments: Records Request Public Records Request Submitted Online 


Attached is the original request. 


Christine M. Wilda 

Associate Chancellor for Compliance 
UMASS Amherst 

340 Whitmore Building 

Amherst, MA 01003 

Ph: 413-545-2148 

Fax: 413-545-2114 


cwilda@umass.edu 


From: Greta Jochem <GJochem@repub.com> 

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2024 1:42 PM 

To: Chan, Benjamin (SEC) <Benjamin.Chan@sec.state.ma.us> 

Cc: SEC-DL-PREWEB <SEC-DL-PREWEB@sec.state.ma.us>; Records Administrator - UMass Amherst 
<recordsadmin@umass.edu> 

Subject: RE: Appeal 


You don't often get email from gjochem@repub.com. Learn why this is important 


Hello, 
No, sorry, | typed the request into the UMass records portal and submitted it there. 


Christine, is it possible to send me a copy of the request that | submitted through your system so | can provide it to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Office? 


Best, 
Greta 


From: Chan, Benjamin (SEC) <Benjamin.Chan@sec.state.ma.us> 
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2024 9:35 AM 


To: Greta Jochem <GJochem@repub.com> 
Cc: SEC-DL-PREWEB <SEC-DL-PREWEB@sec.state.ma.us> 
Subject: RE: Appeal 


Good Morning, 


Do you have a copy of the records request prior to its submission on the University of Massachusetts’s records request 
portal? If you do not have a copy of the original public records request, please contact the Records Access Officer for the 
University of Massachusetts in obtaining a copy of your original public records request. See 950 C.M.R. 32.08(1). 


1 


Very Respectfully, 
Benjamin 


Benjamin Chan (he/him/his) 

Senior Legal Clerk 

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Public Records Division 

One Ashburton Place, Room 1719 

Boston, MA 02108 

617-727-2832 


From: Greta Jochem <GJochem@repub.com> 

Sent: Saturday, June 22, 2024 11:46 AM 

To: SEC-DL-PREWEB <SEC-DL-PREWEB@sec.state.ma.us> 
Subject: Appeal 


Dear Supervisor of Records, 


| am appealing the response of the UMass Police Department to a record request | made to the university on May 10, 
2024. 


The request was sent through this portal on the university’s website - Public Records Requests | UMass Office of the 
President (umassp.edu)-- therefore | don’t have a copy of it, but in it | requested: “All body camera footage dated May 


7, 2024 from UMass Amherst police officers who were at or near a campus protest and/or encampment - 
Communications, including emails and their attachments, between the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
administration and university police, Amherst Police, and/or State Police between May 5, 2024, and May 8, 2024.” | 
attached a screenshot confirming the portal received a request from me on May 10, 2024. 


On May 301 followed up and eventually received a formal response on June 17. That response is attached. In it, 
Chief lan Cyr says that body camera footage is still being reviewed and subject to exemption f under the state 
Public Record Law. The body camera footage is of a protest in which there were more than 100 people arrested 
and many more people present. Given that it was in a public place with many people present, many of them 
recording on their own phones, | do not see how disclosure would impact effective law enforcement in the future. | 
believe it is in the public interest to release these records. Given that | made the request May 10, the department is 
well past the 15 business days to provide records and the department has not petitioned the state for an 
extension, | would ask that they produce the records in a timely manner. 


Best, 


Greta Jochem 

Investigations Editor 

She/her 

The Republican/MassLive.com/El Pueblo Latino 
1860 Main Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 

Email: giochem@repub.com 
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